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[ast July, the newspapers snnounced the death of former Governorn
Harold . Hoffman, of New Jerseys. Two of the most slgnlficant thlngs 1in GOv.
Heffman's carear were that he enbexzled large sums of puhllie money over a perl-
od of years béf‘nre denth IHI"L-.'J-. the law caught up wlth him and LThat he sranted a
reprleve Lo Bruno Richard Hauptmeann awailting execution in the llew Jersey State
Prison for the kidnapplng of Charles A. Iindbhergh, Jr. GOV Hoffman gave as hls
reaaon for granbting bhls reprleve his beliefl that Haupbmann had aceomplices, and
that with his desth all hope of finding them and patting the whols atory of the
kidnnpping would bhe gone,. But the hue and cry apalnst gov. Hoffman for grantlng
thia reprleve were so great {the police, the press, and tha public 88 a whole
demanded a vietkim) that the reprleve was short, and Hauptmann went ho hla exe-
cution with whatevar secreta ha may heve had burled in hig heart. Bubt I have

~ ; : toht In thle ifeave a
of ten wondered 1f oy, Hoffman may Aot heve haen Aas vlpght In thls reprieve a5
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he wos wrong In hia enbezzlement., So0me athers felt the sake; among bthem, Hon.

Wi.J.B11ls, Commissloner of Institutlons and Agencies for bhe Stabe of Hew Jer-
sey, who told me that after peading A branserlptlon of all the svldence Iln the
cose, he approved of Gowe Hoffman's Achbion.

"The Spirit .r:*»f at, Loula™ by Colonal - now Generval-Lindhergh, & baah-
sellar which bhrought the author the PFulitzer Frize [or sutoblepraphy and which
is on our ¢lub 1list, has apaln Wrought General Llindberpgh to public athentlon.
This, and the fact thet whlle 1lving in New Jersey, 1L e savaral unusual ax-

pepiences in connechlon wlbh Ehls celabrgted cass, lead#g me to Ilndulge ln some

- F -
personal remlnlascences ahoul il -
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Throieh the lkkindness of bthe Attorney fenaral of Haw Jarsey, [ Was
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ahle tn attend the trisl, bhough only for one daye. Bub [ was there whi le Hauph:
mann wos testifying and stood wlkhin s few feeb of hilme Tha papesrs spolts of hils
atbruroling with language dl flenltiea, tuf Yo me he geemed the typleal metleou-

lous Garman, thinkling carefully before anawarlng guestlons. I waa one of the
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few people to attend the trial other than those connected with Lhe case, re-
pregontativea of the press, and the llke, slnce attendance was I1lmlbed because
the courk room In the E200-years-onld courthouse at Flemington, Hew Jersey, ac-
comadated so Tow.

The Negro man, Willlam Allsn, whe, with s truck driver nawmed Orville

Wllson, found the remelns of the baby, afterwards worked for several yearas for
the instltution of which [ was Superintendent. Before a small group of people
in my home, several years after the case was all over and done with, the Direc-
tor of Parole for New Jersey, Mr. John Colt, made some rakther startling state=-
ments regarding certaln aspects of the Lindberch case. Thare wna no suggestlon
that they be considered confidential. These were my unusual experlsencas in con-
nectlon with the case to whleh I referred,

Hot long hefore the kldnapping of Charles A. Ilndbergh, Jre., hls pa-

rents had bullt a home Ln the Sourlsnd Mountalns of New Jersey ashout four miles

£l
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From the little town of Hopawell, [F would be lward Lo imaglie a more desolate
and Lsolated spob in which to eatablish s home and bring vp a Tamlly. Aftern
you left the maln MWeghway leadling out of Hopewall, the only approach Tor about
three mlles was owver a narrow JdLrt road = peally a lane - which Ln had weather
(and for montha this section ls covered with snow) was practleally impassable.
The nearast nalrphbors ware an 0ld couple living in o ghacl abount half s mile
away. [ had leen sald that the-reason Gen. Llindhergh ehose the looatlon he 4did
for hla home wems because he wlshed to haye a prlvate landling-fleld. Tuk there
was no landing-field or any prepsratlon for one. When Gen. and Wra. Lindbsrgh
left Hew Jersey after ths tirlal wes over, Lthey save the place to the Stats bo
ba waed as some kind of cheritable Inshlbution, and thoupgh the State did much
bo improve the roeds and the surroundling terriberv, no use hed been made of

the place when I left New Jarsey in 1940 = on account of 1te lnaccesaibllity,

[ understand, It waes from bhls hovae that

tha 20-months old baby hoy was
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kKldnapped orn the avening of Tfaecch 1, 1931, some Llme hekween seven and bten
o'clock.

Oecupanta of the Lindberch home at fhe time, in addiklon Lo General a
¥rs. Iindbergh, wers the Englleh tabkler and his wife, Mr. sand Fras 0llver Whea
lay, and Babty Gow, the ehlld's Beckilesh nurase, Soon alter ke snd of the tria
the Whoatlaya wenb bacl Lo Hoplawd, where Vree. Wheatley dled suddenly. What bo-
catie of hls wife, [ don't know,. DBebby Géw wanh baclk bto hHer noklve seotland,and

aceording Lo néwapnpar raporhs,diasftppeared. Violst Sharpge,s mwaid in the home o

senator and Mra. Morreow,the parsnts of Mra. Lindhergh, comnltted sulelds after
having heen (guaestloned by the pollea. TF Lhese people carrled secrebs, as Haup
mann may have done; they,; too, are harled,

[ don't Lutend to Alscuss the delalls of tlils daztardly crime which
shooked the elvillzed world, hut to telk about acme of the purzling aspecta of

the cage, as they came Lo wy parsousl abttentlon,
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The State proved that the ehild wes btaken out of the nurgery wlndow,
whieh waa dlrectly above one In the libprosry before whlch fens. Ilndbeprrh sat af
hiz desk a learge part of bLhe evenlng, The State based 1ts case on the fasht bhai
eapth found on bhe nursery floor was of bl same sort as that dlrectly under

the windew. In the nearby woods & laddar waa found whiecl erperha Ln the compos |

tion of wood proved to la wmade from Jumbar whicli was Lthe aame as that in Haupb-

monn's attie, where some planls were unissings Haupbmsnn wes an rrpart cappenter

On the other hand, bthe nursery window bhieovgl whieh the ehild was
Ehought Lo have been talen wes Fannd olos ed, with soveral bLoys arratged on the
window-alll, There ware ™ no Tlupor—prinks on Bha window, althoupgh khare were
Footprints on the prowud vndernesth Lbe Several hlies [ akood befope bhat nupe
sery windew and wonderead how L4 ermid howve happensd. How did lrupbmann - and

thera woa no doubb ahout hls sulls = cliub a Indder aipeo Gly Ln Trent of a win-

dow al whieh General Lindbapgh aat abt his desk, & ledder bhab was aboub a vard
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alioprt of reaching the marsery window ledpe, open the window, plecl up a sleepln

ehlld, elimb out of the window whth the ehlild in hla arns, aresanpge bEoys on the

alll, pull the wirndew down Crom the oubalde, and pet awa v, wLthout atbtractlng

atbenbion? True, L1t was a windy lisrch night, but L% st11) sseme Lmposslble,

Aas you may rewleambar, the ehlld was found dead, burled In a shallow
grave aboub TLfty feet off the main hlghway between Hopewell and Prlnceton,
From thla spot, 1n winbker, whan the btrees are hare, the Lindbergh home may
be clearly seen, atandlng whlte and stark apalnat the mountalnsids, Any
unuauval sxcltement there, such aas would be Llndicated by nll the lights being
turned on, could have hesn zsen from thls spot whers tha child evlidenbtly was
hagtily buried, and 1 & would have heen known to his kidnapper or kidnappers
that the family hed discoverad Lhe empby erlb and bLhat the pollee wonld
have hean notlfled and s8ll cara dstopped ond searched. The aubopay showed
that the chlld dled from a blow on Lhe hoad, Bubt whether he was killed when
he was taken from the nursery, or when the Xldnapper realized that the erime

had been diseovared, will never he known, Bubk L[ the murder was not intended
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and L the kKldnspper plshned to reburn bhe ohild unburt, he mmst have had a
woman sccomplice to care for n 20-months old infanb.

A few wonbhs nCber the bLrial weas over, William 4)1len, who had dias-
coverad bthe hody when he entersd the woods Lo answer a call of nabure, came
Lo work for us at Ghe Stats nme. Some explolbera had gobben held of him and
ware baking him around the countrey, sxhibitlng kit Ln & Lent, apnd charpglng ad-
miaglion to have him Lell Lle astory of flodlng the bahy. GQovernor Moore, who
succeedad Governor HoMman, wiahlog o pubt a step bto thls, sslked us to glve
him a jobe We found him compeabent and rellable during the two yesrs he worksd
for us,

One day [ anld to him, "Allen, how ecould you go sround the counbry

telllng that gruesome hale shoub that poor 1LEEle hahye™

Ty | e

Mre. Jolmaon," he sald, "arfter | found that baby, the police took



Ly
LSL ]

me up to Col, Lindberph's house. or bhrea days they put me bhrough the third
dairrec. [ couldnlt sat and [ eouldn't sleep. And nobt a single wmenber of the
Lindbargh famlly apoke te maey awl, after all, it was bhether for them Lo lmow
the truth about the baby,” to know that he was dsnd. Then, afbsr [ want home,
I+ was worga, There were nawspapsar peonle earnd [ don't know what-all at my
houaa day and nleht,. And all of tam asking, 'Allen, whahk yon poing to pat?

k) b 5 8 3 W P
Whet you golng Lo do whth your nmoney?t (A1len was Lo reacalve - Al flnelly did
recelve - part of ths raward Fopr FPilnding the ohild. Bubt this wes several years

lepal

later, as there waa some/technicalify itnvolvad.) [ kold esverybody sll [ wanted
was & jobe [ had 8 wlife ond Pour childpern. One of them had 'B. [E was during
the depresaleon, and { would have Hrled stybhing that would have helped me o

take care of them,"

Wall, I doubbt Ehat Allen wess Lo Dhe censiured ag mach as those women

10,

from lew York, Brooklyh, News 1;@3#., atos, who proared inbo llopewsll during the
frial and paraded the streets wearing 1lttles ladders plnhed on the lapals of
Ehelr coats - many of them mink - btlny raplicas ol the ladder Jdown which the
¥ldnapper was suppesed Lo hava climbed wlkh FEhe babyese These aocuvenlr ladders
were hawked on the HEPHEEH el Tlemingbon and sold by the scere to slghte-seers
who fleoeked iLnto the bLown.

sooll after the kldnajping, bEhe President of Princeftion Unlversity
offered to close the Tniveralhy and orpanlze bhe sbtudenta ke seaveh Lhe tarrl-
Lory HLJ.I‘I‘DHHEILIHE; the Limdbergh home. Tad Ehis heen dones, the hody of the Lifank
might have besn found promphly and the Lindbereshs saved & prasl deal both in
anxlety and money, bhough the latber, of course, was of small moment to them
ln thelr extrenmlty. Horeover, the ovpportunlbty for the crenks and axplol ters

who enterad the cage - the famous "Jafaie™, bhe shlp-builider, and the Eplscopal
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mintster from Horfollk, and [Inrth farollna's fasbon Meang - wonld have heen
aliminabad, he offer wes derllned hy the subhoritblea, dua, hhe gosaip wasg,
to the squabbllng and Jealousy of bthe leeal end Shate police, aseh group helng
anxious Tor the credlt of "breaking the case'.

geveral wyears alTher the prlme and the execubtlon of Hauptmann, Nr. John
Colt, Diractopr of Parcls in New Jersey, was having Tuneh st my home with asevera
other people, Mr. Colkt had been a professor of sconomies st Princeton, and then
an officer in one of the Prineaton banks, Whan the bank elosed during the de-
pression, he nccapked the parele poslfilon wlith bthe S5tate. [ was closely assocl-
ated wlith him for several yeura and regspded hilm hlpghly. Wilthoul any reserva-
tlons as Lo secrecy, ha told of the Followlng incldents at bhis luncheon,

He gaid thabt Ehe FEL man working with the loenl police on the pase

told him £hat feneral Lindberph refused to leb him have a private Lnberview
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Batty Gow, the baby's nurse, The FRL wen Gold fien. Llndhersh that 1T he could
takes Betty out to dlnner, geb her In a relaxed atmosphare and mood, LI she knew
anything, she would probably tall. He pgave the General his solemn promise bhat
he would nob browhesbt her or mlatreat ler Ln any way. But Gen. Lindbergh ro-
fusead hls permlssion, Why 1t haidl ko bhe maked,; [ ecouldn't understand. Not long
after that, Nr. Colt sald, a representintive of J.PJiopgan and Co., the firm In
whlch Senabtor lorrow, Fra. I,.'T_I'iﬂ};ﬂi"ﬂl'llﬁ father, had been a partner, appeared Lb
this Princeton bank and btold bhe offlelals that 1f the TBIL
man was nokt tnk.en off the pcmse, thelr loan from J.P.Morgan and Co, would be re-
called, How, or L1f, the bank brought thls about, I can't say; but the FBI dld
withdrew from the case, esnd bLliere wan much specula tlon about 1t at the time,
Nothing, of ecourse, cnn rastore the ehild Lo hls parents or mltlgate

[

the erime of hls kidnapping; nevertheless, certaln guestlons seem rensonablejl

Waa 1t not possible thab Haupbmann's wife, or soms other woman, was
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prepared to eare for the baby? Houptmann eonld nok Luvolve anyone @lsa wibhout
admi EEing his own pollb, snd e zhubbornly refaad ho malke Ehis aidmigsion, 1n

gpite of overwhelming evidence apniusth hlne ¥You will reesll]l hlob thousands of

dollara of the ranaom 1;'1'11-111&},-' ware found carefully concealsd Ln Heuptmann's ga-
rege and L a box nh a shelf it hls cluoseb. Ineidenkally, he wag Ln this coun-
try 11llegally after u:lte a ecapesr of eritme beplnning iy ¢arly youbkh in his
natlve Germany.

Why was the Lindberph famlly apparently Lnberssted In protectling Betbty
Gow? WLGh one exception, she was the only parson who knew the Lindberghs would
be at home in Hopewell that evening. Thsy had planned bo po back te the Morrow
home in Englewood, but when bhe bhaby developed a cold, lra. Lindbergh phoned
Betty, who was In Znglewood, thal they would not go thers as planned, and for

her to return to Hopewell. DBebby admitted phonlng "Red" Johnson, a Norweglan

aallor who had jumped hls shlp and with whom she was on friendly bLerms, that
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the Lindbergh famlly would lie Ln Hopewell blinlk avenlng., Johnaon, too, dlsape

peared afher the pollece conld pln nothing on hlm.

Violat Sharpe, who comnlbted suicide sand was tho other parson who khnew

of the Lindberghs' cheange of plans, adwmltbed phonlng her "boy frlend”.

How Ald the kildnapper know where the ehild alept and that bhe window
Chrough which he was supposed Lo have been taken was the only window ln the
house whleh wouldn't lock? Was all bhls mere chance? Who knowa?

And wasn't Heywood Broun a prophel when he wrote of the Llndbergh baby
wl th sure pI‘BHIE}lEIiﬂEI goon after hls blrth;

"His tmc}:grr.}utlcrl La that of wealth and fame, of courage and high repu=-

Eation, But [ am already filled with conprsalon. He canhob posslbly realize

yot the price he mushk pay for belns n Pront puge haby. He will,™



