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BLACKMAIL FL IGHTS

FARLY three vears before the kidnapping
of his child, Colonel Lindbergh and the
Morrow family had reason to know of the menace
which threatens wealthy or prominent figures in
American life. Tn April of 1929, Miss Constance
Morrow, sister of Mrys. Lindbergh and subse-
quently one of her wedding attendants, was the
central factor in a blackmail plot involving a
'demand of $50,000, which was frustrated largely
through the personal efforts of Colonel Lindbergh.
Miss Morrow, a student at the Milton Academy,
at Dedham, Massachusetts, received on April 24,
just prior to the wedding of Colonel Lindbergh
and Anne Morrow, a sinister message roughly
written on cheap paper.  She im mediately informed
the school authorities and within an hour defensjve
measures were in progress involving the school,
the family, the police throughout Massachusetts
and the United States Secret Service.
The message, sent through  the mails and
addressed to the Academy, was as follows -
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“You read thiz and f-{[:[:}*. VO mouth closed,
Don’t open your trap to a living soul or it will be
your last talk.

* Your father has [1]trn1:yr money. Do as you are
instructed and no harm will come to you. The
Smith girl received a message like this and her
father got a guard, but you see how she dropped
out of the picture. Just so if you talk to anyone
about this note, The Corbit Girl-Arnold all had
detectives on  the lookout but vou sce what
happened to them. If you act and say nothing
you are safe. Going away will not help you as you
are marked.  You write at once to your father to
send $5o,000 to you at once.  Tell him if he in
any way trics to set a trap then don’t send you
the money for you will certainly go as sure as the
sun rises and the sun goes down. The Corbit,
Smith girls father tried to lay a trap. You see
what became of them.

“ 8o it will happen to you, You write your
father tell him to have Morgan and company send
you the cash in $§—10—20—§0—100—500 1,000
bills.

“ Don't send this note.  Destroy it immediately
tell him not to come or send anyone if he does 1t
means ].}L'i-”.].:l Ty }'-U”.. -.['F _':.'U'Ll. are wort 1'| ‘l’].'ll '[‘:]LH:]";
to him he will send the money now instead of tw

the police.  So tell him this in your letter. YU'JI
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need not fear one hit while vou are waiting for the
money.  No matter where vou go after the time is
up you will be captured and taken for the ride,
[mpress this on your father., He has plenty.
You have till the tenth of May to get the money,
You will receive another letter before then giving
directions don’t worry unless you mention this.”

This apparently stupid suggestion that the
young woman tear up the letter of demand, write
to her father and turn over the $50,{]Cl0 SeNnt on
her request, was so fantastic that at first the
authorities considered the note the work of a
crank.  But with investigation the immediate
provision for the protection of Miss Morrow proved
fully warranted.

The references in the blackmailing communi-
cation to the Corbett, Smith and Arnold girls
meant the disappearance of Dorothy Arneld on
December 12, 1910, and the more recent dis-
appearances of Miss Alice Corbett and Miss Frances
St. Juhn Smith, students at Smith College. No
clue to the Ameld girl's disappearance has ever
been found, the body of Miss Smith was recovered
from the Connecticut River just before the demand
[0 Il'l.i;.qq Murnm‘, F'I[]l'.]. :Illilt‘\% {.‘U'I'l]t.‘t". i:‘& HT”] ]]"liﬁ-ti[]"lg.

Immediately every effort was made—and the
effort was long successful—to keep the entire story
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from the Press.
Company were immediately in charge of the case

Agents of J. P. Maorgan and

with every local, state and federal assistance.
The letter had been postmarked in Dedham,
and since a time was sct for further communica-
tion before May 10 a most intent watch was kept
far any {lll_"-.'f‘]'-]i‘-TT'l(:111 at the little Dedham Post
Office.
But the second letter did not arrive until May 12 ;
It was In no way similar in appearance to the
first note and it was duly delivered at the Academy,
having been placed in a mailbox in Milton,
Assuming that the sixteen-year-old girl had
obtained the $3o,0c0 promptly, the writer, in an
infinitely - more  threatening and  offensive com-
murication than hiz first effort, instrocted her in
l;:li"r.‘l::] ]‘:'.' ‘;'-.'h:;f IMCATES ”F |.|.'|.|'|!-'~'|.-"':"i-.-:1[i|.lf'| :'If'l:]. N
what time she was to P]'{.l{'t‘u| Lo “'L'ﬁl'.'m::-d,
Massachunsetts, where she was 1o put the money
E'I].‘-'i;_!l:_' a stone 1.".':'1” at oa Ll('.‘i'i'!_frl:'llL'L:I !"I-'l'” Tl 11”':
cstate of the late General Clarence R. Edwards,
famed commander of the * Yankee Division.”
The most exact nbvious In

the letter and there was no longer the slightest
I

calculations were
disposition to consider the plot the result of a
disordered mind.,  The blackmailer had arranged
a plan by which he could at any time obscrve

the girl and note if she were accompanied in any

__ﬁ
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of the changes of transportation or long walks
set forth in his letter,

The beginning of the trip was scheduled from
Hathawav House, the dormitory in which Miss
Morrene lived, at seven o'clock on the night of
May 18, Promptly at that time one might have
seen o graceiul and well-dressed  young woman
emerge from the dormitory, carrying, aside from
a purse, a neatly wrapped package, dark in
colour.

There was no money in that package nor was
the young woman Miss Morrow. But so careful
had the detectives been in the selection of a double
that the most careful observation—at the distance
usually kept by blackmailers in observing their
would have revealed neither of these I!I]F.lj{]]'
disappointments  to  the miserable plotter. In
the middle of the night previous Miss Morrow,
adequately guarded, had left by motor direct for
her home at Englewood, N J. Utmost secrecy
attended  all of these manceuvres, only  three
persons, including Colonel Lindbergh, being aware
of the substitation when it ocourred,

Over the entire route detectives of every size
and description and apparent occupation were

prey

soon placed.
The girl would proceed whoelly alone at all
points and during all strolls designated by the
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blackmailer but not for an instant would she be
ol "'IE Fi;_‘."lr ”{ two or more ."lTTIIl:'I.:l NI I'I‘i. |,.|:]_C
carefully arranged and most un-uniform collection
of types. Lwvery person over the entire route was
an aulomatic suspect, to be watched :"|r=.*:-:]_‘.'.
Extreme care was necessary at the most vital
"-'CE""lf I"l ;!i]——l]ll' arca i||. 1.'.]][[:]] [}’.':: _E_'h:lll }:.'ll.] L;"{"'f'."l
directed to deposit the money behind the wall,

It was a rather deserted sc

';frm_. 1‘-"r‘='~:.':‘|ti‘-1_=: a real
problem in surveillance. At last the owners and
l.:l'n'."'li'.""\' i" onc ""'l- L]Il: fl.:".".' .E'I":ll'il.':'i i'll |]|l: ‘\.'i(i'llil_"_‘r'
were approached and agreed to aid the police in
a matter which remained a 1'*.:-r*1E‘]-.'|a_~_ ”'."-:"I”'}" to
different

on oduty

1.]]'\'111.. Illl"l'i":' ';.!l:'|l:":'|i‘n":"5'5, .:Ill'i"."if;'::_: il
times and in various guises, were |'|I‘.'IHI'.'
ill |]|" ]'I"II'“!.'1 1'-i1]| a {]l';]f' ".'i!."\".' |'[ |]|l: ‘I."||i|'.'.
desienated for the ]ﬁ].lt'?llq of the money,

There had been no mistake in the selection of
a substitute for Miss Morrow ; she was an excellent
actress with a demeanour indicating reserve, intell-
gence, natural nervousness but determination to
eo through with a necessary ordeal. In fact,
d:’{"”—"ﬁ '.] 'i'!'l [._1(|T|:-'T_'I'I'Il:'l"‘ :‘Iln]l':'l'l'l::‘.'n'*"\' ':'.||]'| j'li]'l}_-'; :'Ir'.l.] ji|".'<'5.|.]:r"
resembling the girl now safely guarded at New
Jersey, she was in every action all that a fearless,
undisturbed girl of Miss Morrow’s type should
be under the circumstances, At r::;._'lllin' intervals

she very guardedly inspected the map which
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had been enclosed in the blackmail letter on which
both time and details of route were set forth.
It was dark as the end of her journey came near—
-ill-:' I'i'i|'.:i.‘::a1, .'1I‘:L1 h.‘u], COUrage,

The watchers, who :|]\E‘:|1'c-|||1:,' nover saw her
.|]:||1;_-; the route, were clated ||_x' her *li:]fllh”."ﬁ!.:}
and as she walked along the final streteh of this
dramatic journey six sharpshooting eyes peered
meently at her final task under a designated light
bordering the Edwards estate,  She looked around
nervously—and well she might actually—dropped
the package over the wall and then hurriedly,
half running, went back as she had come, Never
for an instant did the cves in the distant house
waver from the spot at which the package had
been left,

Minutes stretehed into hours, No one approached
the wall.

It was assumed Pr-cui]'-fu that the blackmailer
.«'ight

knew Constance Morrow well enough by

to detect the substitation, i‘urhnpﬁé, however, he
was waiting for an hour when he would not be a
a revealing background.

cxecutives and

lone figure against

It occurred to some of the
detectives in charge of the case that any gesturc
toward  Miss New
juncture would be particularly terrifying. They

Morrow  in |ersey  at this

communicated this Fulll}!}_.jl:.'.‘-"._il'l'll to Colonel -[_rim.ﬂ‘n_']'g]l
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and early the next morning a giant amphibian
plane took off from New Jersey with Mrs. Morrow
and her daughters, Constance, Anne and Elizabeth.
Colonel Lindbergh was at the controls and their
destination was the Morrow summet cstate  at
North Haven, Maine.  This estate is on an izland
and, properly guarded, at once removed the menace
of the pending criminal activity.

the day following the placing of the

two or three incidents developed which

During
package
gave promse. Two different cars moved slowly
along the wall while the detectives, fearing undue
haste would leave them without definite evidence,
waited for some positive, overt act. None came,
although the situation indicated that the black-
mailer had made a sarvey.

But Colonel Lindbergh, modest enough to carry
letters of introduction when he made his fabulous
flight across the Atlantic to world attention,
failed in his effort to move secretly.,
he had avoided the use of his own
wenal landing field, the fact that the
including  Miss
at North
Haven, nrpr;zrc'd in the newspapers. Tt would
ability at deduction to assure

he had

had again
Although
planes or
women of the Morrow family-
Constance —had 1.111-'.‘.K1'l[:l'21.'L‘11Jl|lv’ arrived

require no great
the blackmailer in Massachusetts that

been tricked.

i
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Then, in Maine, began one of those ordeals
which have made Colonel Lindbergh and efficient
newspaper men impatient with each other. Guards
everywhere | Beerecy ! Obviously the effort was
to conceal details of the tremendously interesting
wedding of the  Lone Fagle.” Nothing could
be explained,

Tveryone involved had reason to be
the slinking blackmailer.  Mystery
the late Dwight W. Morrow, then
Mexico, suddenly left his post
to join his family, though there had been no
dication that the wedding date had been set.

the Morrow family, sur-

irritable—
not cxcepling
increascd  as

Ambazsador to

Colonel Lindbergh and
rounded by the cream of the newspaper talent
and in a veritable state of siege,
any statement whatever.

of the country
refused to make
The situnation was a national disappointment,
so intenke the intercst in every pnssihlﬂ
movement or plan of the prospective bride and
Nor did the newspapers or the public
drift of a most unusual incident at North
A Mexican, found prowling about, was
fashion and put under heavy
MNaorth Haven centre hall, It
North Haven in two
It developed that the

WA

gront.
get the
Hawen.
arrested in feverish
gmml in the little
was the Nirst arrest made at
hundred and twelve years !

man had sought to see Colonel Lindbergh with a
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mechanical invention in mind that he thought
might be interesting to the famed flier, It was
coon established that he had nothing to do with
the blackmail plot.
Tt was clear that
Lindbergh and Anne Morrow, once announced,
would relicve this dangerous pressure of curiosity
and interest. The amphibian plane tonls  off
suddenly for New Jersey with its identical group of
passengers on a return trip. An elaborate system
of guarding the Morrow home at Englewood had
been perfected to keep out the army of corres-
pondents who gathered there at once after every

the marriage of Colonel

airport in the country had been watched for the
destination of the newest Lindbergh scclusion
flight.

With the
announcement was made on May 27, 19209, that
Anne Morrow had become Mrs, Lindbergh and
that the world-famous couple were already on
their honeymoon, Thus ended the newspaper sicge

siluation in no wise improved,

at the Morrow home,

Subsequently the private detectives who re-
mained active in the case involving Constance
Morrow believed themselves, because of certain
developments in Boston, close to a solution,

Seyveral women in the Back Bay scotion of the
city reccived threatening letters followed by a
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communication to Mrs. Larz Anderson of Brookline,
wife of the former Ambassador to Japan.

There was a similarity in method—which 1s not
anusual in this miserable field—but after circum-
santial evidence had scemed to engulf the suspect,
a former army officer, crcumstances fortunately
pnwidud him with belated proof of his innocence,

The writer of the terror-inducing  letters to

Miss Morrow has not been found.






