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UNDERSTUDIES

Understudies never substitute for listed players unless a specific announcement for the appearance
is made at the time of the performance.

For Kerry Max Coak / Gary Gauger: Tim Bracchitta; for Sunny dacobs: lulia Gibson, Aja Kane;
Jor Rebert Farl Haves / David Keaton / Delbers Tibhs 7/ Male Ensemble #1 f Male Ensembie #2:
Andrew Stewart-Jones, for Yue Guuger /£ Sundra Cook /Georeia Haves /7 Judee 7 Paula /7 Prosecutor;
Aja Kane

A NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHTS

Over the summer of 2000, we traveled across the United States, sat in people’s living rooms, and
listened as they told us what it was like 1o be innocent and on death row. We went as far north and
weslas Chicago, as Tar south as Texas and Miami, and just about everywhere in between to meet the
people whose stories appear in this play. They were from vastly different ethnic, religious, and edu-
cational backgrounds. Their views on the world varied greatly. The only thing they held in common
was that they had each been sentenced to die, spent anywhere from two to twenty-two years on death
row, and had subseguently been found innocent and freed hy the state. We interviewed forty people
on the phone and twenty in person. 51x of these interviews form the core of The Exoneraied.

After three ininial readings at the Culture Project and a performance at the United Nations, we hit
the roud again, 1 was clear to us how The Exonerated people felt about what had happened 1o them;,
what was still unclear was how it could’ve happened in the st place. Su we spent countless hours
in dusty courthouse record rooms, pawing through thousands of microfiche files and cardboard
boxes full of affidavits, depositions, palice interrogations, and courtroom testimony. The court
employees assumed we were law stdents - and we did nothing to discournge that belief. With a few
exceplions, each word spoken in this play comes from the public record - legal documents, court
transcripls, letlers - or from an interview with an exonerated person, The vast majority of the piece
5 as 10 was said two, hive, ten, and twenty vears ago hy the actual participants. At the time we con-
ducted these interviews, there were 89 people who had been exonerated from death row. As of this
writing there are now 102, We consider every one ol their slories to be part of this play.

- Jessica Blank and Enik Jensen
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-.and counting*

Several of the Death Row Survivors portrayed in The Exonerated are among
the 25 prisoners exoneraled from Florida's death row since 1973. Upon their

release, the State of Florida gives newly exonerated prisoners $100 with which
to begin a new life. There is no apology.

*Florida leads the nation in wrongful convictions, with 25 of more than 111 people
released so far coming from our state. More exonerations are expecled soon.
No one can be sure how many innocent people may have been executed...
Despite these and numerous other concerns about the fairness and accuracy of
Florida's legal system, Governor Jeb Bush and the Florida Legislature conlinue
to deny that there is any problem with the death penalty in Florida.

Now, the spotlight is on you.

You have heard the anguished words of The Exonerated.
Can«ou allow this broken system to stand? Will you help to change it?

The American Civil Liberties Union of Florida (ACLU) and

Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (FADP)
urge you to take action. Please:

* Contact the Governor and your legislators to demand an immediate
“time-out” on executions, so that a Blue Ribbon Commission can study
the system and make recommendations for reform.

* |nvite a death row survivor to speak to your community.

* Make a contribution to support FADP's Exonerated Prisoner Relief
Fund, and FADP and ACLU's joint work to stop executions in Florida.
Use a credit card on-line; or mail your support to the address below.

* Get involved in efforts to educate Floridians about viable alternatives
to the death penalty.

FADP ACLVU of Florida
PMB 297, 177 US Highway 1 400 Biscayne Blvd. Suite 340
Tequesta, FL 33469 Miami, FL 33137

800-973-6548 www.FADP.org 30-576-2336 www.ACLUFL.org




