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Mareh &, 1652,

After examining the witnesses at the Lindbergh estule, after
sieing up the general lay of the land, both inside and outside of the
Lindbergh home, and efter noting the terrible confusiom in snd around
the house, and the various members of the different pollce forees, I
immedintealy realiced thut if eany elues were left behind, in or around
the Lindvergh home, thet they had been entirely obliterated by this
time, and would be of no esrthly use, and because of the terrible police -
eonfusion and blunderling tﬁnt wis golng on I thought that it would be
best o go beok to New York where I oould digest the unusual mriltl.;ll_:-il;én__

that I hed made, snd determine for myself the definite prooedure “I-.?F." :"
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I therefore asked ¥r, Theyer and Mr, Hennessey to drive me ;!';'ht : |
to New York, to the home of Mr, Edward Aronow, my attorney, &t Humber 'h;l p
Christopher Strest, We arrived thers, and Mr, Thayer immediately sent for n
his stenographer and we dictited  prelimipury report of our uh--rvﬁtlﬂnl,

apd ufter putting them on peper and stating them, 1 realized thit for the

time being it would be absolutely frultless to start working from the soense

of the \n}iﬂ, and desided thut it would be muoch bettur for me to teckle “E‘hll

oeses {rom the underworld ohennels, snd determine Lf posslble whether it was

the work of sn organised geng of kidnappers, most of whom were known by me,

and to look for the best emmissaries ‘to send out to the verious different

gtates, and huve them keep under oover, 8nd see whu4s they oould learn from

these gongs in thar stotes, whioh were betler lmown to trem, whether they

had anything to do with this kidnepping, cr had any direct or indirect l::n:_m-

ledge 88 £0 what "mob" or orgenleed group might heve had somet*ing to do

with the kidnapping. 1 sent eight men who I knew were best fitted for the job



-:Ilu"'
to persons “n the states who I lyiew would not arouse any .unpininﬁ in under-

world chanonels, and I instructed them dufinitely that if they learned of any
muterisl Imowledge, to phone me st a telephone number whish I had given them,
end inetrueted them very definitely that if I was not there to sgswer the phone,
thet they could telk to Mr. Aronow with the seme confldence s they would have
‘n me If' T were to epmswer the phome, and I instructed Mr, Aronow to sit at this
telephone drny end night, end to teks avery repert and relay it to mo, uh-rltfr:
1 happened %0 be. [ told them that I would be in comstent teuoh with him so
that he would know where to get in tQUHﬁliith me .

Huving completed that part of the ob, I rmediately set out to find
" men by the neme of Uwney Medden, & man I heve had coomslon to know for a
great many years, and I ponsider him very trustworthy, snd the proper man to
sdvise me in such a matter. I had considerubls diffioulty ln reaching this mun,
end 1t wes not until midnight of March Bth thut I met owvmey Madden in an uptown
offiee bullding, ané realiting the delioney of the mission that I was on, I h;& to
e careful in what I had to say to Madden, that he oould pot conslder my visit
ms an coousstion that he might heve something to do with this stroclous orime,
and I wae ruther ghaky »ud nervous, becmuse from the time that I wus hired for
this partioular job, on the morning of Maroh End, 1 had a8 yet not hed any ilnip
and wae gettlng very tired.

I opened my oonvereatlon with Madden by asking,"Owney, I am here on 8
very delioate misaion. Tou know that I had Formerly been & government mhn, that
I heve hod any number of trunssotions, some that you hosrd about, and before I
impart to you my mlseion, I wunt 4o aek of you your (rank opinlom of me, and
that le, in the great pumber of years thet you have imown me hlwe.yﬂu found me
to te "right".

Cwney thereupon answered, "Mioley, you need no introdustion to me.
Tour reputation preceeds you, Not alone have I alwaye found you %o be"right"

but I do not know of any one man thet I have hed occcasleon to talk with or deal



with that ever knew you, that did mot always have thn some oOplnlon, that

you were"right" aud could be trusted with s ma ‘

Yuim

n'a 1life and liberty) 8o you

need not heaitste to tell me frankly why you are here."

I lmmedistely pulled out m eopy of the ranaom note, whioh was &

very good resembleanoe of the origipal, I laid it down on hie desk, nealed him

to read it, and I awaited his reesctloms. Owney looked very startled, and

wig, from whet I ooeerved, both duzed und smared at its ocontents, and es he
looked up at me, I agked him whether he understood the meaning of 1t, He
sold to me, "Miokey, I have been siok in bed for the past four days, and that
is why you probably sould not resch me in the last oouple of ;ijiJ and the
resson why this note so completely took me off my Fect was hullmlt'.:nhuh I had no
otoasion to read wbout this omse but I presume thet this note refers to, the
Lindbtergh case, 88 & oertaln reporter of & cartain mlu;ﬂhd._u at
my home during the day and told me of the lindbergh kidnapping, end asked
me whether I could give him any definite lesd in this osese, and here you are
with the rensom note.”

I sald, "Owney, thut is right. This is the Lindbergh osse. T was
Just we startled, when, on the worning of Merch 2nd a men by the name of
Robert H. thnyur, un assoclate of Colonel Williem J. Donoven, and & soneine
lew of Congresswomar Ruth Prett,oonfronted me in & ocourt room of the Wunloipal
Court, while I was on the stend, so the pleintiff lu a cheok osse, before
Judge Roeder, and wmited in the courtroom until my trial was over, and then
apprized me of the fect thal Colonel Lindbergh's baby had been kidnapped the
previous might. As & olient of Colore) Donovan's mother=in=law, and friend

of the family, he sand ‘Colonel Nonovapn owed it to the Lindberghs to try teo solve

thie kidnapping for them, or &t least to do everything they could to help
. 4

solve 1t, wnd im view of the fact that 1 had done some very effeotive work

Far +he offise of Willlem J. Donovan before that, end that they thought 1

wag the proper man for this job, und they told me that they would oonfer



with Colonel Hreokenridge, whom they knew, and also with Colomel Lindhursh,
tell them of my very effective work, and recomuend e w6 the proper man for
thls job,.

I further told Vwuey of my meeting with Colonel Breckenridge, at
5:00 1o the morning of Maroh Erd,- of the terae thut I leid dewn to the
Colooel, pamely thut I would mot met in an officlel ulp;nlty, would not
report my motlons through eny constituted law enforcement body, be it
Yederal, Stute or looml, that I weuld euly take this job as cn independant,
lene-handed emmisesry, and thet they fully'nsrpud upon, snd therefore nothing
thot you snd I would huve 4o sLy here, now or hereafter no ome but you, myw
8clf, Cclonel Preckonridge and Jolemel Lindbergh would know, With that
asgurance oan I enlist your aidy Owney immediately ri?lilﬂ, "Miokey, ir that
is the sltuation, you ean have my body and soul, and hl;; every aid that I
heve 8t my commend, snd make use of me in eny way that you think ocould help
in this ploture.

I procseded o give him a rli.m;y of what 1 had done from the n;n}mt
thet these terms were egreed upen, up to the very moment thut I wan talking
tc him, spoks to him of a1l that I hud sesn on the grounds and what I hnd.
found out, and the very first question that I ndked him was, from his ex-
perlence, could he throw any light ag to what mob could possibly have per-
petrated this orine. MHe studled end studied the aote, snd he told me that
he eould not pive me an off hund unswer, but thet he mould got working, kesp

his esr to the ground, and see what he oould find out, T left him, snd he

geve me three telephone numbers whera I oould resoh him day mnd night,

Io the meantime, while this conversstiom wes golng on, Thayer and
Hennessey were waiting for me in sp sutomoblle, and we deoided to drive out
to Hopewell. It was now threa o'alook in the morning of Maroh 6th. We

first fxuest Colomel Sreoksnridge snd seked him tn.y"i up at the Beltimore
Phoned ~, : e \
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Lunoh, in |
n Fringﬁtnn, at 4:30 in the morning, whioh he Sonsented to do, and
»

when rriv r ey
k we B { ed there I reported tg Hriuklnrlﬂ;n that I bed enlisted Owa
7

Mudden'y a6e istanoe, told
& him of ocur nnnvlrlftlun, 8od he wus vary highly

plessed, In the #ﬁlntinn. he took out another letter which had baen ree

i ;
oeived from the k{dugppﬂrl. whioh at a glanos, from the very definite sig-

pEture could be spen to be the sotum) second oonmmunioation from them il
F

it was identioml rlth the first letter that wid laft on the windowsill in

the baby's room, the night tha® the baby was kidnapped,

This letter set forth that the kidneppers had inoreased thtir-
demand for ransom to §70,000,00, and they guve se sn exouse for thiilinr
orease of §20,000,(0 thut because of'the frct thet Colope] Lindh-i‘illu‘ t;;d disw
regerded the origlnal imstructions in the first letter asking him pot to
notlfy the police end to keep this matter guiet, and beouuse of ths };at L
that suoh a terrible nnnfuiiunl;mn being set up by the puila- and by tho
press, that they hed to take somecne else in with them, and havisg tn:ﬂn-
clare this new party in would cost the Colomel $20,000,00 inllnrl nore, |
Trey Iurther instruoted the Colonel not to make this letter or its gontents
imown, to get rid of the police and the press, and th;t{::: only chanoe to
get the baby baok. They further suggested what they wished this §70,000.00

to be composed of, sand further suggested to sit baeok end walt for thelr next

instruotions.

I pleadsd with Colonel Breokenridge in the name of God and the
baby's sefety mot to show this letter to mny of the police, especlally tﬁ
Colouel Schwarzkepf, whon Colomel Lindbsrgh had placed very much faith and
confidence in, beceuse it wao my experience that o policemsn Ono® i m
policeman alweys, end LI Colouel Sehwarskopf imew of this letter, wo would
ris Lrmedlote subordiuwte, snd 4f his immnediste subordinate kmew it, every-

oody else would know it and in that way 11 would be & very difMoult job to

firnlly get this matter out of the hands of the polise, and I mogueinted him



